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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 09/740,989, filed 
on 12/21/2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

• Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tamiya et al. 
(hereinafter Tamiya) (Sanyo Electric Co.; Figures 16 to 19 and Figures 23 to 27) (DE 197 53 690 
Al) in view of Koken et al. (hereinafter Koken) (US 4,672,598). 

> Regarding claims 1-3, and 5-7, Tamiya shows a recording medium playback device 
comprising: 

a recording medium accommodation unit [3] for accommodating a plurality of recording 
mediums [12] in a stacked array; 

a carriage chassis [500] having at least a pickup [56], a tumtable [55] and a pickup 
moving means [58], said pickup moving means being adapted to move said pickup in the 
direction of playing back the recording medium; 
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a moving means [57] for moving said carriage chassis to a position between the recording 
mediums accommodated in said recording medium accommodation unit to play back the 
recording medium; 

a recording medium loading means [1] for loading the recording medium inserted from 
outside into said recording medium accommodation unit. 

Tamiya does not teach or suggest stopper portions for abutting against an outer 
circumferential edge of the recording medium loaded by said recording medium loading means, 
wherein said stopper portions are provided in said carriage chassis and is located at a position 
spaced on/from a loading center line of the recording medium acconraiodated in said recording 
medium accommodation unit. 

Koken discloses disc-positioning ridges [24c] (i.e., stopper portions) for abutting against 
an outer circumferential edge of the recording medium loaded by said recording medium loading 
means wherein said stopper portions are located at a position spaced on/from a loading center 
line of the recording medium accommodated in said recording medium accommodation unit 
[Figure 1]. The stopper portions are positioned such that the movement of the pickup [22] is not 
obstructed by said stopper portions [24c]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the carriage chassis of Tamiya with stopper portions as taught by Koken. 

The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have been motivated to provide the carriage chassis of Tamiya with stopper portions as 
taught by Koken in order to properly center the disc on the platform for reproducing operations 
[Koken; col. 7, lines 43-47]. 
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> Regarding claims 4 and 8, Tamiya discloses all the features except the stopper portions 
being positioned to allow the carriage chassis to directly contact the outer circumferential edge of 
the recording medium when said carriage chassis is in a standby position. 

Kaken shows the disc-positioning ridges [24c] (i.e., stopper portions) positioned at 
regular intervals around the disc supporting area of the upper side of the platform [24; Figure 1] 
as to not interfere with disc operations. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the carriage chassis of Tamiya with stopper portion positions/locations as 
taught by Koken. 

The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have been motivated to provide the carriage chassis of Tamiya with stopper portion 
positions/locations as taught by Koken so that disc operations are not impeded. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Magee whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4256. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8: 00 am-5: 30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WiUiam Korzuch can be reached on (703) 305-6137. The fax phone nvmiber for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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